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WHO WE ARE 

The City of Flora, home to the historical Flora B&O Depot, is 

a rural community located in central Clay County, Illinois. 

We are at the crossroads of two major U.S. Highways 45 and 

50, as well as within 35 miles of both Interstate 57 and 

Interstate 64. We are proud to have one of the most vibrant 

Industrial bases in south central Illinois, including a full-

service Gigabit Industrial Park, despite what many consider 

to be a relatively small community. 

 

POPULATION INFORMATION 

The City of Flora has a current population estimated just fewer than 5,000, but 

has a daytime population of over 7,000. Clay County as a whole includes over 

13,000 people.  

4,883

13,253

7,272

17,630

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

18,000

20,000

City of Flora Clay County

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

City of Flora v. Clay County

Population

Population

Daytime Population

  Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 



  

 3  

The City and County each have a strong workforce population aged 25-64, as 

well as relatively large population of children under the age of 18. Keeping 

these children in the City and rural Clay County as they become adults is 

essential to the future of our regional community. 
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LABOR FORCE STATISTICS 
 

The Labor Force Unemployment Rate for the City is currently at an estimated 

5.9% and for Clay County it currently sits at an estimated 5.3%.  
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LOCAL INCOME ESTIMATES 
 

While Clay County has slightly higher median incomes for families and 

households, as well as income per capita, the City of Flora’s median worker 

earnings does edge county averages. 
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
 

Below you can find recent educational attainment levels for the City of Flora as 

well as Clay County. 
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HOUSING DATA 

Below is a basic illustration of the local area’s current housing stock.  Recent 

estimates indicate that the City of Flora has 247 currently available housing 

units, and Clay County on the whole has over 1,000 available homes.  
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LOCAL ECONOMIC INCENTIVES 

Economic growth is a major focus of the City of Flora and consists of developing 

a healthy and diverse economic environment through the recruitment of new 

businesses into the City as well as encouraging existing businesses to grow and 

expand. 

In order to achieve these economic goals, the City utilizes several development 

tools including: 

 Tax Increment Financing (TIF) – The City current has one TIF District, the 

West Side Central Redevelopment Area located in Downtown Flora. A 

map of the TIF District can be found here. 
  

 Façade Improvement Program – Utilizing TIF funds the City is offering to 

participate in the reimbursement of 50% of the cost, up to $5,000, for 

improving the exterior of downtown commercial buildings located within 

the West Side Central Redevelopment Area. For more information about 

this program please contact the City. 
 

 Flora/Clay County Enterprise Zone – The Enterprise Zone offers ten (10) 

year real property tax abatements on permanent new construction, 

remodeling and rehabilitation of residential, commercial and industrial 

buildings located within the EZ boundaries. Additionally, each retailer in 

Illinois who makes a sale of building materials to be affixed into real 

estate within the boundary of the EZ may deduct local and state sales tax 

from the retail sales. The current EZ expires on December 29 th, 2031. A 

map of the EZ can be found here. 
 

 Flora Opportunity Zone – This program was created to spur economic 

development through tax benefits to investors and encourages long-term 

private sector investments in low-income areas of the State. More 

information about our Opportunity Zone can be found here. 
 

 USDA Intermediary Relending Program – Provides financial assistance to 

new or expanding businesses and community development projects in 

the City of Flora. More information about the IRP loan program and other 

sources of funding for business opportunities can be found here. 

https://florail.govoffice2.com/vertical/sites/%7B62602091-720B-4C05-8923-FB9F25FCDE7A%7D/uploads/West_Central_TIF_Map.pdf
https://florail.govoffice2.com/vertical/sites/%7B62602091-720B-4C05-8923-FB9F25FCDE7A%7D/uploads/Flora_Clay_County_EZ_Map_DCEO.pdf
https://florail.govoffice2.com/index.asp?SEC=9057BB2D-4057-47C3-B0FD-A03A5EEA3753
https://florail.govoffice2.com/vertical/sites/%7B62602091-720B-4C05-8923-FB9F25FCDE7A%7D/uploads/IRP_Loan_Summary.pdf
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you have questions or would like further information regarding Business 

Development in the City of Flora please contact the Economic Development 

Director by phone, email, or mail:  

 

Economic Development Director 

City of Flora 

131 E. Second Street 

PO Box 249 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

 

Phone: (618) 662-7111 

Email: economicdev@florail.us 

Municipal Website: Flora, Illinois 

Economic Development Website: Flora Economic Development 

Economic Development Website: Flora Buildings & Sites 

 

 

Flora Industrial Park 

mailto:economicdev@florail.us
https://florail.govoffice2.com/
https://florail.govoffice2.com/index.asp?SEC=9057BB2D-4057-47C3-B0FD-A03A5EEA3753
https://florail.govoffice2.com/index.asp?SEC=AB07D484-A5DD-4E87-B393-F86B87F2E6A8

